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Draft Minutes of Tansor Parish Meeting 

21
st

 May 2014 

Attendees 

Helen Statham (HS clerk), Richard Insall, Karen Southwell, David Moore, Patti Samuels, Deborah Sortland, Skip 

Sortland, Jan Davis, Geoff Towns, Jonathan Smith, Jenny Munro, Elaine Cadbury, Caroline Spinney, Rupert Cadbury, 

Ross Gordon, Helen Gordon, Joan Cavanagh, Alan Cavanagh, Phil Munro, Stuart Gould, Mary Gould, Chris Metcalf 

(CM chair), Steven Gould, Kathy Gould, Nick Holt, Joy Holt, Beth Fullagar, Sam Wallace, Joyce Drage, Graham Drage 

Apologies received from 

Michael Spinney, Gill Tuck, Michael Coates, Helenor Coates, Dot Tyler, Tim Tyler, Richard Leakey, Angela Leakey, 

Wendy Ross, Alex Worth, Anne green, Jeremy Green, Susan Kilby and Richard Graves. 

Minutes of 2013 Meeting to be approved 

CM asked the meeting if they had all received and had the opportunity to check the minutes of the last meeting and 

if so could he go ahead and sign the minutes as an accurate record. This was agreed and Christopher duly signed a 

copy for the minute book. 

Matters arising from 2013 Meeting Minutes 

David Moore asked for clarification of Tansor’s Chancel Tax Liability. CM explained: why Chancel Tax liability (ie that 

landowners have to pay for upkeep of church roof) was an issue; that the Peterborough Diocese had told all parishes 

to investigate if anyone carried liability; that though Tansor was surrounded by glebe and rectory land there was no 

reason for the church to register any property as liable; no land was registered by October 2013 so the presumption 

is that no Tansor dwelling carries any liability. 

HS reported that the planning application for poly tunnels on the Fotheringhay Road had been approved subject to 

conditions regarding the duration of time that the sheeting should be in position (April 1
st

 – July 31
st

) and that the 

sheeting met flood protection criteria. 

Chairman’s Report 

CM thanked Marilyn Cogan for her work as clerk to the Village Meeting and Mike Cogan and Marilyn for everything 

else they had done for the village over many years. 

In summing up his period of office as Chair, CM described the structures within the village – the Tansor Trust, the 

Village Hall, and the PCC and encouraged the village to think of ways they could work together to the benefit of all 

villagers. 

C concluded by welcoming the newcomers to the village – Sam Palmer and Alex Worth; Beth Fullagar and Sam 

Wallace; and Rosie and David Rutherford.  

Nominations and Election of Officials 2014/2015 

HS had agreed to be interim and unelected clerk when Marilyn Cogan left the village and said she was willing to 

stand for the coming year. Deborah Sortland nominated Helen Statham to continue in the role of Clerk to the 

Meeting, this was seconded by Jenny Munro. 

Jonathan Smith was nominated as the new Chair of the village meting by Joyce Drage and this was seconded by 

Deborah Sortland. 

David Moore asked for clarification as to when the JS would take the chair and it was stated that it was to be after 

this meeting.  

Tansor United Charities Report 
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CM presented the report as Chair of Tansor United Charities.  

He discussed the origins of the trust when its function was to alleviate need, hardship and distress of residents of 

Tansor, and the changes in receny years which allowed for surplus income to be allocated to charitable purposes for 

the general benefits of the residents of the parish. The charity owns approx. 20 acres of land and has an income of 

approx. £1800 per year.  

Trustees meet twice a year to allocate any funds, most of which are allocated confidentially. This year £2271 were 

distributed against an income of £1673 with the bulk of the money given to alleviate hardship; other funds are given 

for flowers and gifts when villagers are ill and in hospital or to enable visits. CM reminded villagers to be aware of 

need in those around them and make confidential recommendations to the Trust if appropriate. 

The 3 year term of the five trustees appointed by the village meeting ended this year. All are willing to stand for re-

election and CM encouraged the village to support this as he mentioned projects that the Trust was undertaking that 

might benefit from continuity. The five are Lizzie Fletcher, Angela Leakey, Ross Gordon, Dorothy Tyler and Pamela 

Metcalf. Other trustees appointed by the Charity are Sarah Hodnett, Jane Parsell and Chris Metcalf; their terms of 

office end in 2015 and 2016, with the Rector (Brian Rogers) as ex-officio member of the committee 

There was a discussion of how individuals come to be nominated and some expressions of interest in serving as 

Trustees. It was difficult for villagers to nominate themselves when many of the existing trustees were not present 

and it was felt there was a lack of transparency as to how nominations come about. CM proposed two ways forward 

– that the existing members are re-appointed until the next Village meeting (which will either be in 2015 or if there is 

need for an emergency meeting) OR that an extraordinary meeting be called with the purpose of receiving 

nominations and electing 5 Village Trustees. A vote on these options was proposed by Stuart Gould and seconded by 

Joyce Drage: 13 voted for option 1 and 9 for option 2 so the decision made to accept the current trustees for the 

time being. 

It was suggested that further information about the Trust and how individuals can become trustees should be put on 

the village website and this will be followed up with the Trust. 

Neighbourhood Watch Report. 

This report was read to the meeting by Philip Munro (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator). A copy of the report is 

attached to these minutes. 

Tansor Village Hall Committee Report 

Pattie Samuels as Chair to the village hall committee presented her report which can be seen on the attached sheet.  

PCC report  

This report was read to the meeting by Nick Holt (Chair of the PCC). A copy of the report is attached to these 

minutes. 

Any Other Business 

Mirror on corner of Riverside 

Sam Wallace and Beth Fullagar proposed to the meeting that they/we investigate the possibility of putting a mirror 

at the end of Riverside (right on the sharp corner by Tansor Court).  Many villagers remembered a mirror there in 

previous years. The meeting was unanimous in supporting this with a general feeling expressed that it would be to 

the benefit of all villagers as that is really quite a tight corner, and for Riverside alone, it would prevent the several 

near misses that people have experienced already.  

Ross and Helen Gordon asked if discussions about this could be tied in with discussions about the safety of their 

drive given the speed with which cars approached. This was agreed and the relevant parties would meet to discuss 

actions with support from the clerk and chair if necessary. 

Wheelchair, trike and buggy access to the A605 
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Susan Kilby and Richard Insall proposed that the footpath along the decommissioned road between the village and 

the A605 should be made accessible to buggies, wheelchairs and trikes. They stated that currently there are a 

number of people who walk along the decommissioned road with pushchairs, and at least two wheelchair / trike 

users (Shannon Kilby and Richard Insall). Access through and beyond the gates is not currently possible for all, 

despite this being a designated cycling route. Theywould like to ensure that the road is fully accessible for all.  

There appeared to be 2 issues 

1) there is no/limited access through the gates for this user group. The original structure provided access for 

pedestrians and users of standard bikes only 

2) there is an incline (essentially a verge) that has to be negotiated for those passing through which should ideally be 

levelled 

The gate nearest the village is currently accessible to a degree because someone 'helpfully' made a hole in the 

original structure. The proposal was that this should be made permanent, and that there was permanent access 

through the far gate. It was appreciated that there might be issues around discouraging certain traffics from using 

the access, and although open access would be preferential, a gate would not be an issue. The possibility of a 

lockable post to which villagers have a key or access code was suggested if restrictive access is important to 

residents. 

It was agreed unanimously that HS would follow this up with the council. 

Access past hedge over the Railway bridge 

Skip and Deborah Sortland who live at Kema Suki, the property to the left going over the bridge towards the village 

hall wanted to explain what has been happening with the hedge along the pathway to their property.  The hedge is 

believed to be over 20 years of age and is cut back twice a year, once in late spring and again in the autumn, usually 

in September.  Unfortunately last autumn the contractor who cuts the hedge was delayed and did not cut it until 

November, despite their chasing.  They were aware that the hedge had grown considerably and in spots the path 

was difficult to use.  Around the same time as it was cut, an anonymous complaint was made to the County that the 

hedge was blocking the pathway.   

The County issued a letter to cut the hedge back to the inside edge of the pathway.  This meant cutting between 17-

22 inches off the hedge in places.  As this would mean cutting into the brown wood, it would result in virtually killing 

off the hedge, something they obviously did not want to happen.  They rang and wrote a letter asking for a visit and 

explanation on what is required.  During this visit and observing other properties in the village, it was also noted that 

trees and other obstacles blocked the pathway in a number of places within the village. 

In January they were given a final notice to have the hedge cut.  They wrote letters to the enforcement office asking 

for a further review as cutting the hedge back to where they were asking meant the hedge would be destroyed.  

They clearly understand that the hedge does protrude into the path not allowing 2 people to walk side-by-side.  

However, they have observed that many of the village residents walk on the road throughout the village.  After 

further correspondence it was agreed that they could keep the hedge unless there is another complaint, as long as it 

is continued to be cut back as far as possible.  They asked for residents’  feelingsas to whether they would rather 

look at the hedge than a fence.  The meeting voted unanimously that they preferred the hedge  maintained in its 

usual way with twice yearly cuts and it was asked if the clerk would write to the council stating this. 

Deborah and Skip also asked that if in future a village resident has an issue that they would either contact them 

directly or via the Chair or Clerk of the Village meeting as they would like to resolve any issue before it gets to 

County. 

Dog fouling 

HS  had been asked to raise the issue of dog fouling in the village. There is a bin but it seems that some dog-owners 

do not use it for their dogs’ droppings! This issue is raised regularly and all dog-owners say that they clear up after 

their dogs. However, attention was drawn by Geoff Towns to the state of the newly cut grass outside the houses 
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near the village hall so some owners are clearly not doing as they say! The Clerk was asked to write to all villagers 

and remind them of the hazards and unpleasantness.  

Village website 

Richard Insall has revamped the Village website. He is keen that villagers look at it, use it, give ideas for what else 

should be there – already there have been suggestions for information about the trust and the PCC. The link is 

http://tansorvillage.com and the clerk is to send round information about this to villagers outside of the minutes. 

Nick Holt expressed his thanks to everyone involved with the website. 

Village Design Statements 

Helen Statham gave a short presentation about village design statements. Some towns and villages are drawing 

these up in the hope that they will describe/ define the distinctive character of their town or village and set out 

design guidance. The information presented was drawn from http://www.east-

northamptonshire.gov.uk/site/scripts/download_info.aspx?downloadID=2029&fileID=5619 

It appeared that a lot of work was involved especially in a small village with a limited sized population and there is 

little knowledge of how effective they will be. It was agreed that HS and anyone interested in pursuing this would 

look into it and report back to the village at a later date. HS  would specifically see what Cotterstock was doing. 

End of meeting 

CM asked the meeting if there was any other business, as there was none to discuss. The Meeting closed at 8.40p.m. 

Jonathan Smith expressed his thanks to Chris for his work as Chair of the Village meeting 

 

Signed ...............................Chairman     Dated ............... 

 

Reports 

Neighbourhood Watch Report 

Phil Munro 

There are two parts to this report: 

• crimes in Tansor, and 

• crimes happening elsewhere, but of relevance to us all. 

In Tansor, oil theft is an on-going problem.  Most recently there have been two thefts of oil from the assessment 

centre within a fortnight in February.  After the first incident the tank was walled in, and roofed with steel, but the 

thieves still gained access and stole the oil for a second time.  On 27 February Stuart Gould and I met with the Police 

for advice.   

Since that meeting I have had better communication with the CPSOs, improved email contact, and they provided 

warning stickers for oil tanks for all Tansor residents.  The response to the stickers was mixed.  Many felt they would 

draw attention to oil tanks which may not actually be alarmed.  We know that thieves may drill through a padlocked 

tank to drain the oil, resulting in a ruined tank and polluted property.  However, the Police point out that an 

unlocked tank may invalidate insurance.   

There was also an attempted burglary at the Drage's on 22 March.  The garage was broken into, to access a ladder, 

but luckily they seem to have been disturbed before going any further.   

As a general point, there has been a big increase in the theft of numberplates locally.  These are used to steal petrol 

from petrol stations equipped with CCTV.  It is a good idea to use anti-tamper screws for your numberplates. 
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Nationally there is a massive increase in the circulation of forged banknotes.  There are several easy ways to identify 

these notes.  I will ask Helen to use the village email system to tell you about this. 

There are too many email and phone scams to summarise.  The best advice is just to be wary, and never to give your 

personal or bank details if you are not absolutely confident who you are dealing with. 

We are lucky to have several sharp-eyed people in the village.  Please all stay alert.  The most helpful thing you can 

do is make a note of the numberplate of any suspicious vehicle in the village. 

Ring me with your concerns (226027), or contact the Police on 101 to report non-emergency concerns, or ofcourse 

999 for emergencies. 

 

Tansor Village Hall Committee 

Patti Samuels 

Good evening ladies and gentlemen.The committee are once again pleased to report a very successful year. 

This year we held another safari supper. Its always pleasant to visit friends houses and sample their haute cuisine. 

Many thanks to all who hosted the starters, main courses and made puddings, the food was excellent. We all 

gathered back at the village hall for the puddings, cheese and of course some more wine! 

Our social club barbeque was very well attended. Again the food was magnificent. Since Mike Cogan resigned as 

chief barbeque chef there were four young gentlemen vying for his position, Graham Drage,Ross Gordon,Rupert 

Cadbury and Roy Claypole all selling their wares at the tops of their voices.I think I tasted all of the burgers and 

sausages but could not make a decision on whose cooking was best! Well done gents. Many thanks to all who 

supplied very tasty food for the event. 

This year’s quiz night was again well attended and with many new friends and residents. Graham Drage again set 

some very hard questions which kept the brain aching. Thank you to Jane and Sandy for organising the Fish & Chips 

and to all who helped this evening to be a great deal of fun. 

The playchool has had another very successful year . It is run by Adrian Smith , chairman. Alex Baird and their team 

of playgroup teachers.  

During the week we have classes at the village hall. Thursday afternoons is the Oundle Art Group run by Jane 

Sanders. Thursday evening are two pilates classes one at 7pm and one at 8pm run by Karen Southwell. Saturday 

mornings Speech and Drama is run by Pattie Samuels. We did have a German class on a Monday evening but sadly it 

had to finish because of very few pupils. 

Thank you to everyone who has supported our parking arrangements. Thank you to Stuart Gould and his team for 

mowing and keeping down the verges on the left hand side of the village hall. New hirers and classes are always 

informed of the parking arrangements. 

You may have noticed our new solar panels, radiators and acoustic panels. All this is down to our sub-committee of 

jenny Munro, Jane Parsell, Marilyn Cogan and Jane Sanders. These ladies have worked very hard with tons of 

paperwork, all I had to do was sign a few papers. We were awarded a lottery grant for our radiators and airsource 

heat pump. I would especially like to thank Jenny Munro who worked extremely hard to get the lottery grant. 

We have had some re-decorating done, from the dado rail down to the skirting boards. Thank you to Sandy and Mike 

for their hard work. Our gardeners are keeping us neat and tidy with hedges cut and a general tidy up. 

It just remains for me to thank my loyal and hard working committee, Joyce Drage, Jane Sanders, Jenny Munro, Jane 

Parsell and Marilyn Cogan, without these ladies I would be lost. Many thanks ladies. Thank you too to Sue Haddaway 

who retired from the committee on moving house. 
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PCC Report 

Nick Holt 

Over the past two and a half years the PCC has endeavoured to raise the profile of St Marys with enhancement 

through remedial working the Church yard, clearing and crown lifting trees, getting on top of general maintenance 

issues, removing pews to facilitate access and use of the Church, new gas heaters, installation of permanent time 

clocks for Chancellery and gate lights illumination during the winter months, all of which have been well received. 

We are at this moment in time mid way through re pointing work to the external Church walls, this along with minor 

lead work repairs to the roof cleaning and inspection of the Colyweston slate Chancel roof, re pointing internal and 

external joints of the Church perimeter wall. The cost of these works will be upwards of fifteen thousand pounds; 

this will be covered by our Fabric Fund which stood at approximately twenty six thousand pounds, these funds 

having been secured in better times. 

The reason we are carrying out these works is that they were picked up on our Quinquenial structural inspection and 

were advised the remedial work should take place within a five year period to maintain the integrity of the Church 

fabric. 

In regard of finance and funding, our general account remains fairly consistent, with only a turnover of 

approximately Seven to eight thousand pounds we cover our costs and are hard pressed to meet our Parish share 

commitment, braking even on our year end. 

Funding is through the generosity of Tansor, Parish and ex residents of the village along with our service collections, 

two a month, Communion and family, Easter, Harvest Festival, Carol Concert and Christmas services, the planned 

giving and gift aided receipts, (20 percent for uk tax payers) really does help and without these regular donations we 

would be hard pressed to continue, we thank them an all who donate and assist with funding, our grateful thanks. 

Allied to this we have our 100 Club, fundraising events – open gardens, garage sale, murder mystery evening, bike 

run forthcoming jumble sale and one of fund raiser for specific items ie. tree lighting. 

I could go on into the complexities of the Benefice, Diocese, Parish Share and Clergy funding, however I am still 

unravelling the mystery of it all! best left for another evening. 

With the 100
th

 anniversary of the Great War it is our intention to commemorate this with the erection of a 

replacement, bespoke notice board to show remembrance of this catastrophic event in our history. This will be 

unveiled at the Remembrance Wreath laying in November that now sees a reasonable turn out by the village. 

The PCC’s responsibility is to St Marys allied to the Church of England its Christian Teachings and ethics, maintaining 

and continuing the upkeep of St Marys for that purpose, for village parish residents, all alike. 

However we see our task is greater than that for St Marys is part of our heritage and should be maintained and kept 

in good order for those who follow, ensuring her doors are open to all to use and visit with due deference and 

respect she deservers, to this end we are more than welcoming to those who wish to use her facility, always 

remember St Marys is there for you, always a place of quiet refection. 

We look forwards further ambitions, the possible restoration of Bells and Tower and the installation of “facilities” to 

further the possibilities of utilising the Church as an amenity for the village residents and wider community. 

To finish I would comment that the Village Hall is a great venue and facility, with an active and forward looking 

committee, I see no reason that the PCC and your selves cannot continue there endeavours in some parallel way to 

foster and support the community to the benefit of all. 

Oh! if there is anyone who would wish to take an active roll with the PCC we seeking a Church Warden, I would warn 

you that when I took on office of treasurer  from Rupert I had hair!!! 

 


